How to fill in your speaker’s card

Debates are the heart of federal conference: they’re where the party sets its policy and
decides its future direction. Unlike in the other parties, the Liberal Democrat conference
is sovereign, and what it decides really matters.

Any party member can speak in debates: all
you need is to be registered as either a voting
or a non-voting representative. Then fill in and
submit a speaker’s card and wait to see if
you're called in the debate.

During conference, speaker’s cards are
available from the Speaker’s Table and from
the stewards in the Auditorium. They can
also be collected from the Information Desk
in the conference centre and from the foyer
of the conference hotel.

There are three key points to remember
to maximise your chances of being
called:

1 Submit your card well in advance

If you hand your card in late, in a popular
debate you’re virtually guaranteeing you
won'’t be called. The chair and aide team for
the debate always meet well in advance to
plan the debate — sometimes the previous
day.

2 Fill in your card completely

The second major mistake potential speakers
make is not to fill in their card completely. As
well as the information on the front of the
card (name, local party, for or against the
motion, etc.), there are two sections on the
back, for relevant background (professional
or consumer experience, party background,
etc.) and for a brief outline of what your
speech is going to be about.

These sections are needed for the chair and
aide to balance the debate — to make sure
that people with relevant experience are
called (not necessarily to the exclusion of
others, but professional or user backgrounds
are always valuable), and to make sure that
they don’t call a whole string of people who'll
make the same point.

3 Make sure it’s readable!

Don’t take this as an invitation to fill every
square centimetre of the card; and don’t
write illegibly, or in very small letters, or in
green ink ... the easier you make it for the
chair and aide to read your card the more
likely you will be to be called.

The wrong way to fill in a speaker’s card (1): no
useful information
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The wrong way to fill in a speaker’s card (2): too
much information, but mostly neither helpful nor
easily readable!
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The right way to fill in a speaker’s card: clear,
concise, to the point, and probably different from
anyone else’s
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